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December 21ST JAT MEETING

AT members Ron Jones and Atsushi Tomii will be discussing the sights and sounds of
this year's ATA Conference, which was held in Colorado Springs.

The meeting will be held at the Shiba Seinen Kaikan (O O O O OO : JAT's regular
meeting site) near Hamamatsucho Station (JR O O [ [0). It will begin promptly at
14:30 and finish shortly after 16:30. All JAT members, friends, and guests are
encouraged to attend. There is no charge.

The meeting will be followed by an informal gathering at a nearby restaurant. If you
require a map of the meeting site, please fax Bob Oliver at 045-832-2211.



Bob Oliver
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NOVEMBER 16TH JAT MEETING REPORT

Author Mark Schreiber spoke at the November 1996 JAT meeting about his
experiences in writing his first book "Shocking Crimes of Postwar Japan.” In a
thoughtful and well-prepared presentation, Mark treated the audience to an in-depth
examination of his writing process and the variety of background factors that figured
in the research of his "true crime" book. Speaking from a detailed outline of roughly
five main items (background, planning the structure, definition and selection, research
and writing, and creating a new genre), Mark's presentation was insightful and full of
useful hints for translators.

In the Beginning...

As a background to writing the book, Mark described his fascination with the crime
genre, an interest that dates back to his childhood. An "in-country" Japanese speaker,
he wrote a book review about the Teikoku bank robbery in 1986 which later
developed into a 1994 Tokyo Journal article. His discovery of a Mainichi Shimbun
book "The Big Accidents and Crimes after the Second World War in Japan," provided
him with an invaluable reference source of thumbnail sketches and essential data on
major crimes in Japan. After answering Tuttle's advertisement at the Foreign Press
Club for authors (one to write about crime in Japan, the other, for a book of Japanese
ghost stories), Mark submitted writing samples and contracted with Tuttle to write
"Shocking Crimes of Postwar Japan" in six months.

Anatomy of a Famous Japanese Crime

Mark created his list of postwar crimes using source materials including a poll of
readers' top 10 news stories of any particular year (Yomiuri Shimbun), as well as his
person, "man-on-the-street™ recollections of events in Japan since 1968. There was
an advantage to the fact that his was the first English-language publication on the
genre, yet this was balanced by not having a pre-determined formula to emulate and
concerns about conveying sociocultural concepts such as genkan and kotatsu.

Selecting the crimes was a careful process. In terms of chronology, earlier crimes
were easier to write about than recent events, as not only have they remained
influential in the public psyche but also there were few new revelations. Given this,
the Aum article, the most recent of the chosen events, was the most difficult to write
(the publisher insisted on its inclusion). Mark tried to maintain a geographical balance
as well as a true overview of the range of Japanese crimes to avoid concentrating on
Tokyo/Osaka crimes and over-focusing on sex and violence. Most articles have an
international angle (for example, Yoshinobu-chan), an incidental by-product of the
selection process and one which might appeal to foreign readers. He aimed at
"conveying a sense of human drama," presenting a warts-and-old, balanced image of
the Japanese and avoiding what he calls "Madam Butterfly"” and "Kill Me in



Roppongi" sensationalism. Robert Whiting's "The Chrysanthemum and the Bat" was a
major influence.

Do Your Research!

Mark employed a variety of resources to research the book. His application of
thematic content analysis (judging the importance of a topic by the frequency with
which it appears) was a valuable research technique. He hired a student to sift through
back issues and copy newspapers articles, which freed his time for interviews and
browsing through used bookstores. Mark noted that it is impossible to interview a
person in a Japanese prison and cited the memoirs of journalists and retired police
officers as key sources. A Korean language dictionary was essential to confirm names
for the two chapters that dealt with Koreans. One favourite chapter concerning the
Matsumoto shootout involved a journey to Shikoku. Expending such time, effort, and
expense on research was not without its pitfalls: Mark emphasised the importance of
being sure about his story selection before proceeding with the writing.

In many cases, Mark was able to obtain not only direct interviews with the persons
involved but also a variety of source materials (including a copy of the original police
file for one case). Yet the secondary sources which were key factors in turn gave rise
to concerns about plagiarism. To avoid this, he spent a lot of time consulting as many
sources as possible and carefully writing his stories. He noted that no one has the
rights to the generic parts of any story (announcements, etc. made for the public
record). Being realistic about his own detective ability to crack the cases, Mark
limited his reporting to "sifting through previously published materials and selecting
the most plausible explanations."

Mark describes his book as a "resource-poor" project, the writing of which could be
termed a "labour of love™ that had to be balanced with more day-to day concerns such
as making a living. In terms of writing style, he strove to avoid both the "exotic
Japan" angle as well as generalisations about the Japanese ("the Japanese are..."). His
original thoughts about his subject material are evident in his chapter headings and
literary style, and he was able to pepper the material with updated information on the
subject matter. As for readability and coping with various Japanese terms, he prepared
a glossary which unfortunately was later cut from the final published edition.
Important concerns about the target audience and genre--was it a book for
Japanophiles or "true crimes" buffs?--had to be weighed.

Advice for Translators

Mark provided some valuable advice for translators throughout his presentation. In
addition to those above, here are a few choice nuggets:

« never thrown out anything you write. Create a dump file to discard notes, ideas,
partially written sentences, etc. You can always bring the material back.

« embed Japanese words or kanji in your documents (assuming you have a
bilingual system environment). It will save time in going back and looking up
the terms later.

« find a reliable Japanese person to act as a consultant and pay for that service.
« Use a table to keep track of word counts for comparable sections.
« geta meishi iri and file all business cards relating to the project.



« get your exercise and don't neglect your health!

During the Q&A session, Mark fielded various questions from the audience about
distribution, editor-author arguments, and specific translation problems. His book
appears in a number of bookstores in Japan, and luckily, Tuttle usually keeps its titles
in print for a long time. Mark described the biggest argument that he had with his
editor as involving the omission of the phrase "Ah so" from one of the dialogue
passages (the editor won, but Mark added that other, less contentious issues were
resolved in his favour). Given the subject material, he noted than an author has to be
careful about meishi distribution. Two areas were especially difficult to translate: the
prisoners' poety and regional dialects. Finally, Mark cited the Teigin incident as the
most difficult and enigmatic case to research and write about; as well, the as-yet
unresolved saga of Aum necessitated extreme care in writing about the cult's
activities. In conclusion, this was an excellent and entertaining presentation.

Reported by Leslie M. Tkach (wish I had brought my copy to get autographed!)
Thanks to Mark Schreiber for his speaking notes and Joe Mann for his audio tape.
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November JAT Board of Directors Report

November saw a big load of items for discussion by the Board, this discussion being
continued after the Board meeting on various electronic media (including the
low-tech telephone). This report will attempt to cover the discussions and the
decisions of the Board as reflected in all of those media.

Bob Oliver could not attend the Board meeting, but sent in a report which indicated
that: (1) he is in contact with a company called KAGI, in an attempt to establish an
easier way to receive payment from overseas, (2) he has made preliminary
reservations for May 23-24, 1998 for IJET-9. (Bill Lise commented from another
report from Bob that the 1st, 2nd, and 3rd weekends in May of that year were already
reserved), and that he will complete the official paperwork with Mr. Ohmura of the
Pacifico during the coming week, (3) he suggests that IJET stationery be prepared at
the earliest possible convenience, and (4) he paid the room rent for the Seinen Kaikan
(monthly JAT meeting site) has been paid through December 1997.

Bill Lise mentioned that at IJET-3 there was already talk of holding IJET-10 in
Boston. Since it has been quite some time since any discussion of this, Bill said he
will try to discover what the status of that plan is. (Post board meeting note: This is
note necessarily that premature, since just the other day a draft of an article about JAT
which will appear in the Japan Times mentioned the Boston venue, and Bill Lise told
the author that perhaps that might be inaccurate, not having heard anything about this
for more than four years.)

John Burton reported that we are sitting at around 139 members.

Emily reports that she is still working on trying to eliminate mojibake in the electronic
version of the Bulletin, and that having Japanese capability on her machine is causing
line-end spaces to be rendered as two-byte spaces, which are not renderable correctly
on non-Japanese systems. She had no articles for the December Bulletin at the time



of our Board meeting.

Bill mentioned that ultimately we would want to apply HTML tags to our Bulletin
files. Michael House volunteered to do a test case with the current issue of the
Bulletin.

Bill reported some progress in getting responses from people on the Bulletin freebie
list, and will summarize the Board's disposition on this shortly; this will result in a
number of people have moved away, or are otherwise not in line for a free Bulletin
being removed from the list.

Discussion turned to issues concerning JAT's web site. Digital Building "feels" good
and they seem helpful, but they admittedly have only 50 clients. Digiweb is reported
to be a good candidate by Adam (and looks good from what Bill has seen on their
website), but is in the US. This should not be a problem, however, since the site can
be managed by ftp "putting" of files from anywhere.

Bill Lise voiced the idea that the JAT web page should be divorced from association
with any particular individual. This is one reason why he wanted to get the JAT web
site files off of his disk area. The pages should have a webmaster without a name, in
addition to a jat.org domain. E-mail should be sendable to a webmaster (or even to
"jat™) without the person sending it realizing who it is going to (an email alias
function should provide this capability). A number of people might be designated to
get this mail (the other day we verified that e-mail from a web page to multiple
recipients works) to ensure that the mail got read even if one or more of the people
were busy or out-of-connection with their computers at the time. Additionally, broad
participation (perhaps a committee of three people) is desirable in building the web
site. One or more of these people do not really even need to be directors, although
nobody at the table could come up with specific names. (Jeremy sounded like he was
not opposed to being one of these people.) There was no disagreement with the
above-expressed policies. We would like to get therelationship with the server in
place as quickly as possible. Bill agreed to liaison with Adam to make this happen.
The directors agreed that the cost involved was so small that he/Adam should just go
ahead with this without further head-holding about the expense. (Post-meeting
update: the JAT domain of "jat.org" was approved in a surprisingly short time, and the
JAT web site was transferred to its new home as soon as that became possible. See
report elsewhere.)

On the issue of the logo, most people seemed to like a "dropshadow logo™" that Adam
made, and the idea of showing the logo(s) to someone with more than an amateur
standing came up. But even before that, perhaps there might be someone else out
there who would be willing to try their hand at a logo, thereby giving us one or more
extra candidates to show to this supposed non-amateur reviewer. Bill agreed to post a
note on honyaku and jat-list, stating that we would entertain suggestions from people
who thought they could come up with a logo within a week, so that we are not sitting
on this forever waiting for volunteers who don't materialize. After that effort comes to
an end (with or without additional logos) we might show the logos to a colleague
having more "design savvy" than the directors. (Post-meeting note: no volunteers
raised their hand, and it looks like we will go with one of Adam's designs or a
variation thereof or thereof or a number of variations thereof.)



Since the issue of JAT stationery is tied in with the logo issue, we agreed to wait until
we settle the logo issue before making stationery.

The fact that a JAT member had been writing up meeting reports before was
mentioned, and Joe Mann said he would contact that person to see if this could be
resumed. This month, however, Leslie Tkach volunteered from the meeting floor and
will be writing up Mark Schreiber's talk.

We need to get an election committee in place and announce the opening of
nominations. As a current director who will not be running for re-election John
Burton volunteered to be a director member of that committee.

Unless called off or changed, we will have a JAT Board meeting on 21 December,
even though we are not having a regular monthly meeting. (Important post-meeting
note: At the nijikai, two members not only voiced a bit of disappointment that we are
not having a December meeting, but also indicated they could do a meeting on 21
December; thus, as reported elsewhere, we will have a meeting on 21 December.
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JAT's Web Site Has a New Home

by Bill Lise

JAT has had its new domain name "jat.org" registered, and has moved its website,
formerly hosted in Japan, to a server in the US.

Since we now have a domain of our own, our URL has been considerably shortened;
to reach our site, just point your browser to the following URL.http://www.]at.org/

With the added capabilities of our new server, the site's content and "feel" are likely to
improve rapidly in coming days.

If you visit this site, you will note that there is the perhaps unexpected appearance of a
JAT monthly meeting report, Mark Schreiber's talk on the 16th, the text of which
(without the photos that are part of the JAT web site version) appears in this issue of
the Bulletin. This would not normally appear in "public,” being reserved for the JAT
Bulletin, but is available at the JAT web site now, if for no other reason than we
haven't worked out how to implement passwords for JAT members yet. When that
feature is in place, it is planned that there will be two parts to the site, one part open to
anyone, and one part for JAT members. So right now such normally "members only"
items might be appearing as what could be considered limited time “demos."

If you have any comments about the site, please direct them by e-mail to
webmaster@jat.org.
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CALL FOR CANDIDATES FOR JAT
DIRECTORSHIP



http://www.jat.org/
mailto:webmaster@jat.org

Elections for JAT Directors will be held early in the new year. If you would like to
put your name forward as a candidate, please send a note to John Burton, of the
Elections Committee, by January 20th, 1997.

John Burton

Tokiwa-cho 6-71 Chigasaki-shi
Kanagawa-ken 253

Fax: 0467-86-9152

E-mail: selwyn@shonan-inet-or.jp
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JAT-LIST Will Keep You Connected to JAT,
But Not If We Don't Know Your E-Mall
Address

by Bill Lise

With only four more issues of the paper Bulletin (including the one you are reading)
to be distributed, it is time to think about JAT members joining JAT-LIST. There are
about 70 JATers who have already done this, but that is far from the full membership.
Some discussion has gone on among the directors on how this should be done, one of
the approaches being to sign everybody up to JAT-LIST when they first join JAT.
That would work fine, were everyone to give us their e-mail address when they join,
but such is not the case. Add to this the considerable number current JAT members
whose e-mail addresses we do not know, and it spells a sad farewell to some
members when March arrives, because after that time (with the exception of written
meeting notices--probably postcards--until September) all JAT communication with
its members will be electronic. Members can avoid being "left outside the mosquito
net" very simply, by either informing JAT (specifically, John Burton) of their e-mail
addresses (so that we can make them members of JAT-LIST), or joining JAT-LIST
themselves.

Joining JAT-LIST is extremely easy. Simply send an e-mail message with the text
subscribe jat-list

to the e-mail address listserv@netcom.com.

Once we verify that you are indeed a member, you will be signed up. When this is
done, you will be sent a welcome file explaining the nature of the list, which will also
tell you how to unsubscribe should you choose to do so. You may want to save this
file for future reference.

All JAT Bulletins since the July/August issue have been distributed via JAT-LIST,
and unless the list is replaced by some other electronic means, this will continue after
the last paper Bulletin goes out in March. In addition to JAT Bulletins, JAT-LIST is a


mailto:listserv@netcom.com

place for JATers to discuss JAT business, activities, and even things that might not be
strictly JAT, but are of interest to J/E translators who are members of JAT.

If you have any questions about how to join JAT-LIST, or about how to acquire
e-mail capability, Mac users Michael House, Adam Rice, and | (contact information
at the end of this issue) and PC user Mayumi Nishioka (tel/fax: 0738-32-9563,
e-mail: PXNO04277@niftyserve.or.jp) will be happy to provide whatever help we can.

IJET 97
FROM JUNE 19 TO 21, 1997
IN SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND

Registration papers are ready so please contact Susie Tranter, IJET-97 Administrator,
School of East Asian Studies, The University of Sheffield, Western Bank, Sheffield,
S102UJ, U.K.

Tel.: 0114 282 4384
Fax: 0114 272 9479
Email: JAA93SHT @Sheffield.ac.uk
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IJET Proceedings Available

Bill Lise

The IJET-7 Proceedings have been printed, and a limited number of copies of that
and other Proceedings are available at the following prices.

« IJET-1 (Hakone, 1990) 2000 yen

« IJET-2 (San Francisco, 1991) 4000 yen

o 1JET-3 (Fuji Yoshida, 1992) 3000 yen

o IJET-4 (Brisbane, 1993) (Available from Univ. of Queensland)
o IJET-5 (Urayasu, 1994) 3000 yen

« 1JET-6 (Vancouver, 1995) (Not yet published)

o IJET-7 (Yokohama, 1996) 3500 yen

Payment can be made in the following ways.

(1) International postal money order denominated in yen, payable to Japan
Association of Translators, and sent to:

Robert Oliver

Hino Minami 1-13-21
Konan-ku Yokohama 234
Japan


mailto:PXN04277@niftyserve.or.jp
mailto:JAA93SHT@Sheffield.ac.uk

(2) Bank transfer in yen only (from either overseas or from within Japan (furikomi) to
the following bank account.

Ddoooooood

(O O0) 0092271

Tokyo Mitsubishi Bank Tameike Branch
(Futsuu) 0092271

(3) Postal transfer the following postal account.
[ [0 6-184391 (Tokyo 6-184391)

Send your order to Bob Oliver (roliver@gol.com). Orders can also be mailed or
faxed.

IMPORTANT (especially for people paying from within Japan):

JAT'snameis O 0O 0O 0O OO O for both of the accounts mentioned in payment
methods (2) and (3).

The IJET-4 Proceedings are available from the University of Queensland. The cost
(in Australian dollars) from outside of Australia: $50 by seamail; $60 by airmail. Cost
within Australia: $35 by surface mail; $40 by airmail. Payment may also be made in
US dollars (an equivalent amount calculated using the exchange rate at the time of
purchase, then rounded up).

Payment should be made to The Key Centre for Asian Languages & Studies,
University of Queensland, Brisbane 4072, Australia. (fax: 61-7-3365-6811).

For details, please contact Judy Wakabayashi(J.\Wakabayashi@mailbox.ug.oz.au).

The tables of contents of the Proceedings from IJET-1 through IJET-7 (with the
exception of the IJET-6 Proceedings, which have not been published) are available at
JAT's web site, at the URL <http://www.]at.org/>.
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UPCOMING JAT MEETINGS

January 18th - A "Meet the Candidates" meeting will be held to allow the general
JAT membership to discuss JAT business with the JAT director candidates.

February and March - We are still looking for speakers for these two months. If you
have any ideas, please contact me at . I'll do all the work required to set things up.

Bob Oliver
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JAT Directors L1 0 0 OO0 0O

The Japan Association of Translators (JAT) is a nonprofit association dedicated to
serving the interests of individual translators. Unless otherwise stated, opinions
expressed in JAT Bulletin articles are solely those of individual contributors and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Japan Association of Translators.

(c) 1996 Japan Association of Translators, All rights reserved.
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